
SECRET

29 August 1955

mutation)* ?OBI Chief Flans Staff, n
SUBJICT	 I Renewal of Freleet OBDURATE

1. Project OBDURATi was origins1y approved 19 August 1954 for the
period 1 Jule 1954 to 30 June 195	 An extension of two months ()Period
1 July to 31 August 19551 Was approved he Mr. Thomas H. Karamessines, Acting
Chief, II, 7 July 1955.

2, The extension referred to above was requested to permit Headquarters
sufficient time to consider certain contemplated amendments to the originally
approved Project and to evaluate the potential of this project in light of
these amendments.
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b. r-	 J's who sparks the efforts of r--	 '3, t: ‘=land other
SKI figures and whose good mill is of long range value will be paid
100,000 rather than the 200,000 Italian lire he has been receiving .
per month. This readjustment in C :3 1 compensation results from the
lack of any substantial direct contribution to the Project with regard
to intelligence production daring the past year.

c. The inclusion of Dk-CADAL in Project OBDURATE. Subject is
the leader of the Second League of Prisren (the Koseova *movement to
unite all Koaeovars against the S3.av0). D4C4DAL, whose rise to jj*Ortainee
was concurrent with aormenpredominance in the Balkans during the last
war, had been described by some Albanian emigre circles as a "Wee
quieliag." During German occupation of Albania subject served for a
sheet period of time as Minister of the Interior. Atter leaving Albania
in 1944, subject lived in Vienna, Turkey and Cairo. In late 1948 or
early 1949 subject entered Italy where he has remained more or less on a
permanent basis. In Italy subject recruited Kossovars who were later
parachuted into Albania under Project LAWBOOK, He has been on intimate
terms with Italian I.S. personnel and during the past few years has been
collaborating with them. Although subject considers himself to be
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"only a neutral and advisor" to the Italian Le., his eeploitigtien eill
be based on the premise that he is probably one of their agents. 0:WADAL
vial report on Albanian emigre matters as well as on his dealings with
the Italian I.S. In the past he has reported to COn. consultations
he has had with the Italians, and hae been used as a *heck en the Utter
in, much the sane way 46 C	 :lhas been utilised in the past. Eelbject
vill be paid 50,000 Italian lire per month to cover the rental of his
apartment. It is believed that subject, who is under some econonic
pressure, will accept this perment on the insistent* that the aparteget
Will be necessary forc	 debriefing.. It hes been reported in the
past that DEcolm has been reluctant to receive compensation for nedviinfery
services" in order to geoid being under ger obligation to his benefactor".

d. Payments of 100 dollars per month to a •e_ 	 contact in the
Italian Legation in Urine. t	 had been requetted to pass over
certain queries on our behalf, to his Tirana sources for the purpose
testing this channel. Although it is still too +nay to gliglaate
the potential of this source, inasmuch as no intelligence has yot been.
received, it is believed that his contributions even if only 'based on

• his general on the spot observations could provide us with 'worthwhile
Jeltformation.

0. Piemonte of 200 dollars per month (to be held in an escrow fund)
to a SKI adherent (Kraja) will be resumed if his contact with an Albanian
Legation official in aome is reestablished. nerainie the Legation
stopped contacting Xrajeeseveral months ago. Prior to this,Mersini—Kreja
meetings had been held regularly.

f. 'Payments of 25,000 Italian lire per month to L	 :ls a former
miall agent residing in Yugoslavia. This payment will meat are
aim= commitment to subjects

5. The value of the information produeed by Project OBDUATL generally
has been considered favorably by customers, especially by the Departments
of State and Navy. The Department of State has shown considerable interest
in Italian pater with regard to the Bia, Albanian atteepts to induce refugees
to repatriate and Yugoslav policy toward Albanian refugees. The coverage of
Albanian shipping, and Albanian coastal regions, including the Ports of
Durres and Vilma under L	 Italian DUPSLA activity has in the main been
excellent. Although the extent to which coverage on matters of particular
interest to our 'customers has been somewhat limited, there has been considerable
improvement in meeting these requirements since CRDURATt salvaged the positive
intelligence elements of Project OBSTACLL. During this period (past 14 months)
43 positive information reports and 63 a reports have been received. Twentye
eight of the former reports were disseminated. The Cif, reports have been of
internal interest and value. A Number of the Ce reports concern the increased
intelligence activity 'of Albanian Legation personnel in Nome. C. 	 -l e leader of
the BI eroupg as well as other Albanian refugees have been contacted by

Legation personnel for the purpose of enlisting their cooperation. Attention
haa also been elven to ettempts by Legation personnel to induce refugees to
repatriate to Albania,
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6. The product of Project OBDCHATt can he valued favorably when considered
in relation to the personnel involved and money expended in the operetion.
The $t Headquarters and #31f, field case officers devote only a small part of
their time to the Project. The goodwill aspect of the Project has been an
important factor in insuring our continued receipt of ee	 __Ve MEM&

productien on Albanian targets. Sy indirectly assuming a small financial
obligation of the Italians in employing and mine certain leading SKI members
CIA is assured of greater cooperation by E	 and an increased take of
its intelligence output. c	 J, being faced eith limited funds, would
find it difficult to continue meeting their obligations to the Bel leaders,
eho have collaborated with them for the past two decades, without our sepelemen-
tary painents med. to men glitch as a	 =1, t.	 , etc. under Project .
OBDUHAn. It also demonstrates ClA t s willingness to work jointly vith Italian
intelligence on Albanian affairs. In a recent communication from the field

ce	 :3, IN 10036) it wee reported in referring to the expenditures listed
in paragraph) above that they were *regarded as the minimum, indispensable to
maintain and develop MURATA, safeguard long range assets and guarantee
continued receipt of the entire DeaSekAlbanian take.*

7. The close relationship of BKI members involved in 3SDURATt to the
Italians permits us little if any opportunity to exploit these men unilaterally
except occasionally as informants. Any operational leads which mgy develop
involving 41 *embers will normally have to be exploited jointly with the
Italians. In an operation much as the one involving c	 Ts Tirana source.
we are, in assuming the 100 dollars per month payment, able to receive tOe
*take" and submit certain requirements without being directly involved
operationally. Anexception to the above wee the Kraje- aersini Operation
(paragraph 3e.) where c J was directly involved in handling Nraja.

8. An estimated sum of $E. _Dees been expended under Project OaDURATh.
during the past . 14 months (includes the two months extension 1 July 1955 to
31 August 1951'.,).

9. It is requested that t eis project be renewed for the period 1 Sept. 1955
to 31 August 1956. The total yearly cost is expected to approximate $C ;La

reduction of more than t1500 from the total sum expended during the preceding
12 month period.
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